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SIDNEY-GREY,

A TALE OF
IOIOOI- LIFE .

- —
“The weual momings lessona first, if yon
gentlemen,” said the ¢octor, as he
mﬁm after reading prayers, snd looked
©n U SARWT, §3 jwclant faoes around him. *‘We

“Muﬂllﬂl"“‘f but, as 1 have an

to enter Into after school, the
classes will olose at twelve Instead of one
o'clock.”

This pentence was beard with vexation by

pome, and felt almost like & reprisve by others.

'un‘l‘. who bad leant against the wail when the
doctor began to speak, sat upright and looked
relieved. Lyon looked grave and impenetrable,
Rdeard angry, and Dudding stupefied. Sidoey
Booked keas discomposed than any one; be Lad
trasted his cause to God, and he wou'd mot let
himself foar. Foster looked at his calm face with
envy, What would not be have given to change
places with him ?

As poon ns the elock struck twelve, the books
wreore all put away, and the boys were arranged
in thelr classes in the upper part of the room,
The inqairy was opened by an explanatory
spoech from Dr. Wise ; it waa short, and he did
ot mentlon any one as an object of suspicion
Lyon's examinstion came first. He answered
every question fully and clearly, and, as the an-
®wers came oul, eacl one seeming a fuller proof
than the other of Sidnoy's guilt, the doctor’s face
grow graver and datker: Edward became pale
and trembled; and every aye glanced round to
pcan Bidney's face, which never changed color,
or lost ite steadfast look.

1 el you w hat,” said Collins, sudlenly, to
BMalcot, as Lyon resumed his seat; “1 bLelieve
be's Inpocent afier all. 1 would give anything if
1 had not been ro ravayge against him."

“You forget what Foster suid,” answered Meol-
got 3 “his evidence setiles it.”

Collins was the next person to Lo examined,
and, under bis sudden change of foeling, he gave
his evidence with a reluctaoce and moderation
that astonlshed every one and made it seem the
mate worthy of credit to the doctor,

BSeveral other b. ys were called up and examin-
ed, and then there was a pause. The doctor sat
Cor some minutes looking frowningly on the
torn, blotted page: of Lyon's old essay ; then he
loocked wp suddeuly. ‘‘Stay!" be said; ‘‘there
Is ome other name on my list, one other boy
whem I bave to questien; I will hear him befure
1 decide. Foster, 1 wish to put a question 1°
you"

Foster got up from his seat, and Lyon rose too,
and stoed directly before him, “‘May I speak,
pir 7" he sald.

“No, no,” said Foster, in a hoarse, trembling
yoloe; *‘I want to speak; let me speak.”

There was & minute's silence, and then a knock
came st the door; the doctor opened it, and lefc
the room, A dead silence reigned. While he
was away, Foster put out his hand; and caught
bold of the doctor’s desk, as if to steady himself.
A flerce struggle was going on ln hismind. The
moments were passing fast—the precious time
for conflession and forgiveness that ho had so long
Lrifled with was drawing to a close. Bllney no-
ticed the expression of his pals, dark, struggling
face, and a0 earnest prayer for bim rose up in his
beart.

The doctor was absent some moments. When
he came back every eye was fixed on his face ;
tho axpression of it was difficult to read. Heore-
sumed his seat and addressed Foster, *‘I under-
stand,” Be said, ““that you, Foster, have some-
thing important to tell me. Let me advise you
1o tell me frankly all you know; be careful how
you speak.” Every head in the room was basnt
down to hear,

“What do you know about the loss of Lyon's
note "

“1 know all about it." #aid Foster, stepping
Torward suddenly ; “‘nobedy knows anything
about it but me. I took it. | am the thief.”

Loud exclamstions of surprise and indigoation
rose on every side, but the doctor held wup his
hand to still theu ; and Foster, overcome by the
effort he bed made, sauk on his kuoes and sob-
bed out & full eonfession of Ms guilt and his re
morse. When be bad fivished, Dr. Wise held
out his hand, and raised him up.  ““Ie thank-
Ful,” be waid, sclemnly, ‘‘that time has beon
given you to confess your sin veluntarily. ‘Ihe
opportunity was almost gone.  While I was out
of the 100w, full prools of your guilt have been
brought tome  Mr. Wicombe has just return=
od me the note, which you paid uway to his son,
and which has been traced to you by the energy
of Bidney Grey's friends. Yoar voluntary con-
fesslon, and, 1 trust, sincere repentance, provent
me frem saying all I would otherwise bave done,
Leave the room now, and 1 will speak te you
Surther when you are more composod.”

As soon a8 the door closed after Foster, acla-

mix of eager voices rose, which even the Doe-
tot's presevee could not silenco. Colline’ voice
was heard above the rest ; and he was the first
0 hold cut his hand to Sidney, and entreat his
Yorgiveness for his past unkindness and suspi-
cions.

It was some minutes befor e the Doctor could

& pause fur his own specch of apology to Ly-
on. It was handsome and warm as his warmest
pestizazs could desire ; and the boys, who were
longlog to spend their exeltement in noise,
gresied with a long, loud cheer.

The cliner-Lell rang before the hoys were
Lired of thouting; and, although the sound res-
1cred somelhiog like order, the hubbub of voices
was loud, as the boys crowded together in the
passage ard round the table, and eager questions
and answers passed from one to another,

‘"W ould you, now, have thought ?"

“‘Could any one suspec! i"

_Yee; Lyon suspected all the time, and sall
mothing, for fear of belng unjust. What s Kene-
rous fellow he is!"

“Say, 1 think it 1s Orey who is the most gen-
erous. Did you understand that be took his drayw -
Ing away on purpose that Foster might bave the
medalp?

‘W ho says sor"

.‘l‘i’-,h.:: dhlllt Dudding is sayi

0 JOu Besr w udding is saying llmul.
e I e v Wt

"'blll'ouh we have all !
nw.umub-.::u..,.lﬁ‘ w 1 Wonder how

ul can t.uhyw. -.m Collins, mislmz his

1 iu triamph afver

“1 vote yuﬁlo“ ," sald Lyon,
* Yon will have Mm over into canal ;" and

:g:: will h‘;m of onrrylog oyt Coltins'

n-pt ved the an
ted on attepding ﬂ(durhon-.

thair .
E’-&“‘ arrears of :d’:my' odmak

“ Yea but there s mno letter for us" said

o el B
- ‘Ll h

lef," arlott aln,
"': lpldCb .}',‘uld Sidney.

n bave cfomsed that rou lace

Wﬂl “'11(::] for fear you shou'd tp
sad stumble. Mo, it s not & letbor thlt
has come, but papa himealf. There he la, watch-
ing you from the dining-roem window, Now,
Mdney, don't begin torun,  They told me to
tell yon quietly, and 1 am afrald [ havarp '
‘It is not exactly & fralt feast,” aaid Char-
lotte : “Yin f&'f M is not any frult on
the table, for t 1t might put 4m
in wind ; but 1 wl]l you in eonfidencs, Fid-

ney this la the very Aday.--the dav on which
Iaald [ would always bave a feast, and you
sea 1 have kept my v look how boautiful
I have arranged Aur: s Ellice’s room, Sarsh
lent me those blue er pols; mAmmE give
them to her Jor = 8 . m':u Fllice dhl" askod
ua all to drink tea wre with papa an oxX
this feast to be very different iudeod from the
one lust year. Come and sit down in the win-
dow- seat, for you look tired, and I want to talk
to you, lhlna_r Can you Me&lhnt itisorly a
year since it all happened know,
remember last yosr building some nnn“u castle
in the air about finding or earning moue
enough to hny our old house back again. Tt
not strange bow much older oue growsin s
vear ?
* Wiser, you mean,” said Aunt FEllics, who
was #itting on her "sofa, In her beat cap, quite
Tmlng into the mpiri of Charlotte’s prepara-
Liona,
“1 do not know that T may say thst, Aunt
Fllice ; but there isfanother word that I think 1
may say—happier. 1 think we are all much
happier than we were on my last fenst day. It
is & strange thing to say, after & your of misfor-
tunes, but I believe it is true.”

oy lot susoge, 1 bope,” ssid Aunt
RBlice, “if you mean uncommon by
strapge, Tt is” just the word that ought lo

coma out of & year of misfortunes; for 1 f
vnur hap lhr means better, ¢ harlotte, ul
have not been able to gain the house and the for-
tunie back again; but you have all bagun to 1n.
wha' \rmr":lhr cares far more fur than
and what will mlkn bim very content to dv
'l‘llﬂ!l' them,"
‘““Ihank you, Aun' Ellies,” said Charlot's,
very happy, bat hastening to give ths conversa«
fion a general turn, ‘Do you know, I think
weo may all ba very well content 1o do without
going back to the dear old home, now that papa
bas tixed on such & beautiful plan for the future,
I like the thought of living in'Italy so much,
and it will make Sidoey quite happy, as it is
settled that Lyon is to with us and study
painting, and be & pupil of papa's. Sidney will
seo all the Leautd unng- that he cares so
much fut, and he will get well, and strong, and

be as active and Immhom. as aoy one. Bhall
you not, Midn

SOr ifnol th-'o sail Sindev, who looked

I have no

T" er than Charlotte liked, uhnll
oubt, be quite as strong, and lﬂiu, and
hm-lurm u you can possibly wish some day,

Charlotte.”
“And I too, " said Aunt Ellice. “‘Ne shall

all be wonderfully Leautifal and well some day,
Charlotte; and, till then, Bidoey and [ can

wait,”
THE END.
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